In 1883 the Royal College of Surgeons, of which he was one of the Hunterian professors of anatomy in 1885 and Erasmus Wilson Lecturer in Pathology in 1881, awarded him the Jacksonian prize for a dissertation on 'The pathology, diagnosis and treatment of obstruction of the intestine' (1884). Treves had a particular interest in the condition known as perityphlitis. He operated on his first case on 16 February 1887, and later read a report to the Society, as reproduced here. He advocated the operative treatment of appendicitis, although he advocated delaying surgery until a quiescent interval had been reached. Note that in this first operation, Treves did not in fact remove the appendix; he merely straightened out a kink and then closed the abdomen, 1 though his practice soon changed to the removal of appendices. After The Philadelphia Medical News published a report by Thomas George Morton, who had excised a partially perforated appendix on 27 April 1887, Treves wrote the following letter to the journal, published on 5 November 1892 2 :
"I have just read with interest a leading article in the Medical News for August 6 on the matter of operative treatment of the vermiform appendix. The fact that I live in a remote island, and further that a holiday of 2 months has taken me away from the haunts of books, must explain this tardy allusion to that paper.
"The article discusses the origin of the operation for removing the vermiform appendix, and it is stated that to Dr Thomas G. Morton belongs the credit of first devising this procedure; the suggestion is also made that the operation should be called 'Morton's operation,' and it is asserted that Morton's operation embodies one of the most important and radical advances of modern surgery. Dr Morton thus becomes the founder of what will, I suppose, be known as 'Appendiceal Surgery,' should the present love for ridiculous terms survive.
"I gather that Dr Morton's first operation was performed in 1888, and was reported in the Philadelphia County Society's Transactions for that year. The nature of the transaction is not stated. Who first excised the appendix some musty and forgotten tome will no doubt reveal in the course of time … In 1886 a patient with relapsing typhlitis came under my care at the London Hospital, and after due consideration, I proposed to 'deliberately seek for and remove his appendix.' I operated on him during a period of apparent health, on February 16, 1887, and was able to correct the distortion of the appendix without removing it. He made a perfect recovery. On September 19, 1887, I brought the matter before the Royal Medical and Surgical Society. The paper was read in February, 1888. I advised the treatment of selected cases of relapsing typhlitis by the deliberate removal of the offending appendix during a quiescent period. The proposal was not well received. In due course, however, an exuberant reaction took place, and of late appendices have been removed with a needless and illogical recklessness which has brought this little branch of surgery into wellmerited disrepute.
"Discussions on questions of priority constitute the most pitiable and petty items in the literature of medicine. The object of [this] letter is merely to bring up from oblivion an unpretending paper which lies buried in the annals of an ancient society.
Believe me to remain, yours faithfully, FREDERICK TREVES"
In his account of a case of relapsing typhlitis treated by operation, Treves wrote that the terms 'typhlitis', 'perityphlitis', and 'paratyphlitis' meant much the same, namely "an inflammation in the vicinity of the caecum". However, he pointed out that the term 'typhlitis', implying inflammation of the caecum, was usually a misnomer, since it was inflammation of the vermiform appendix that was important. He had presumably not read a paper by the American pathologist R.H. (Reginald Heber) Fitz that had been published in 1886 in the American Journal of Medical Sciences, in which he wrote that "As a circumscribed peritonitis is simply one event … in the history of inflammation of the appendix, it seems preferable to use the term appendicitis to express the primary condition." 3 It has been said that when James Murray proposed including the word 'appendicitis' in the New English Dictionary (later to be called the Oxford English Dictionary) he was dissuaded from doing so by the Regius Professor of Medicine at Oxford, William Osler, who said that the word was medical jargon and would not last. However, the word would have appeared in the second fascicle, Ant-Batten, which was published in November 1885, so this story seems doubtful. The word was included in the first supplement to the dictionary, which was published in 1933.
Treves himself inveighed against the term: "One knows that the academical-minded have a great objection to this uncouth term 'appendicitis'; it lacks precision, but it has found its place in the clumsy nomenclature of medicine, and has been accepted by the public with an extraordinary amount of generosity". 4 Treves retired from the active staff of the London Hospital in 1898 at the age of 45, primarily as a result of his extensive private practice. In 1899, on the outbreak of war in South Africa, he volunteered to serve as Consulting Surgeon in the Boer War, and on his return to England was appointed Surgeon-Extraordinary to Queen Victoria in 1900. In On 24 June 1902, 2 days before the date fixed for his coronation, Edward VII became acutely ill with perityphlitis. His physicians in attendance called for Treves and, after consultation with Lord Lister and Thomas Smith, he operated to drain the abscess. The king protested, "I must go the Abbey," but Treves was adamant: "Then Sire, you will go as a corpse." The king made a good recovery and was crowned on 9 August. Treves became known worldwide and was created a baronet in the same year. By 1901, Treves had removed a thousand appendices. Yet appendicitis that progressed to peritonitis claimed Treves' daughter Hetty in 1900, despite his belated surgical intervention.
Treves has also found fame for the case of Joseph Carey Merrick (1862 -90), better known as the Elephant Man. Merrick was disfigured by a congenital condition that until recently was thought to have been due to neurofibromatosis, but was probably Proteus syndrome. 5 
